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Widening Delaware Avenue. - -A  commission, consisting of 
Messrs. Strickland Kneass, D. Hudson Shedaker, Rob~. Briggs and 
Samuel L. Smedley, was appointed under a resolution of Councils 
of this city, on May l l th  last, to make a survey and estimate the 
cost of widening Delaware Avenue, between Walnut and Vine Streets. 
The object of this proposed widening was to make room for a line 
of railroad tracks connecting the lines of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
and those of the Reading Railroad, for the better accommodation of
the traffic along that part of the Delaware river front. 
The Commission has reported, and recommends that the width of 
Delaware Avenue be fixed at 80 ft. instead of 90 ft., as proposed by 
Councils, and that it shall be widened entirely on the eastern or river 
side, by appropriating 30 ft. of the heads of docks and shore ends 
of wharves. 
The Commission believes that by a re-arrangement of some of the 
wharves or. piers, and the extension of others to the Port Warden's 
line, the commerce now using this portion of the river front, with 
few exceptions, can be more fully provided for than at present. 
They estimate that the cost of carrying out tMs plan, inclusive of 
any reasonable amount for property appropriated therefor, will, at 
present prices, not exceed $470,000. K. 
A Finland Volcano.--Vast masses of smoke are reported as 
issuing from a mountain near the river Tara, and the snow in the 
neighborhood has been melted. The gradual elevation of the Both- 
nian shores has often been .attributed to volcanic forces, and it is 
possible that they are finally seeking a vent. The region has, 
hitherto, been free from positive evidences of volcanic activity.-- 
IYature. C. 
Galvanic Crysta l l i za t ion , - -The  journal of the Russian Chemi- 
cal and Physical Society, vol. ix, fas. 2, contains observations, by 
Shidlovsky, on the microscopical crystallization of various metals 
under the influence of a galvanic current. The dondritric agglomera- 
tions of crystals form very speedily ; their branches pread out fl'om 
the cathode to the anode plate, vibrate on reaching it, and collapse ; 
this process is repeated till the space between the plates is filled with 
a spongy metallic mass. Each metal has a characteristic ramifica- 
tion. The crys'tallization does not appear when the anode is gold or 
platinum.--2Vature. C. 
